UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 

FACULTY OF MUSIC 


2015-2016 

season of events 


Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

7:30 pm, Walter Hall 

PEDRAM KHAVARZAMINI 

master of the Iranian tombak (goblet drum) 

with Varashan Percussion Ensemble 
(All nima Madani and Amin Afshin Manesh) 

and 

Shahin Faiaz / tar (plucked lute) 
Kousha Nakhaei / kamancheh (bowed lute) 
Amin Reyhani / santur (hammered duicimer) 


Speciai thanks to Faculty of Music Dean Don McLean; 
Supervisor, Office of the Dean Dina Garcia; 
and Kousha Nakhaei, the director of Sarv Music Academy 
for facilitating Pedram’s residency. 


The Faculty of Music gratefully acknowledges the generous support of our presenting sponsors 

DU Manulife Financial IKlblld 

I For your future"* 






The University of Toronto’s Faoulty of Musio is 
deiighted to present an evening with Pedram 
Khavarzamini, master of the Iranian tombak and 
the Faculty of Music’s 2015-2016 World Music 
Artist-in-Residence. 

Khavarzamini was born in Tehran in 1975; his 
principle teachers were masters Kamyar Mohabbat 
and Bahman Rajabi. An accomplished performer 
and keeper of traditional Iranian tombak technique 
and repertoire, Khavarzamini is also an innovator 
who has pursued cross-cultural collaboration and 
musical experimentation. Fie is one of the most 
sought after tombak teachers in the world, leading workshops, writing books and providing individual instruction to 
scores of students in North America, Europe, and Iran. After spending a decade in France and teaching and performing 
across Europe, Khavarzamini moved to Toronto in 2014. 

In the course of his career, he has performed with a diverse array of musicians from all over the world, such as Stelios 
Petrakis, Vassilis Stavrakakis, Habil Aliev, All Akbar Moradi, Mohamad Rahim Khushnawaz, Dariush Talai, Ballake 
Sissoko, Ellika Frisell, Khaled and Flossein Arman, Siamak Aghaie, Pejman Fladadi, and others. He has also recorded 
with great musicians such as Habil Aliev and Mitsos Stavrakakis. Khavarzamini’s career has led him to perform at some 
of the world’s most renowned musical venues, including Theatre de la Ville in Paris and Lincoln Center in New York; 
other concerts have taken place in Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, Greece, Turkey, Switzerland, and Canada. 

Pedram is active in directing and composing for percussion ensembles, such as the Iranian percussion group Varashan 
(Other members include Ali Nima Madani, Hamasseh Daneshzad and Amir Manbachi). He composed and released his 
first work for tombak ensemble, “Koutah,” with the percussionist Hamid Ghambary. 

Pedram also directs and teaches at the Sarv Music Academy, a Toronto school for classical and Iranian music, along 
with members of Varashan. 

As the University of Toronto World Music Artist in Residence, Pedram is directing the newly formed Iranian Music 
Ensemble, by instructing expert and novice percussionists in traditional tombak technique. 

Besides tonight’s performance, Pedram will also play with the U of T Iranian Music Ensemble in a night of world music 
ensembles, which also includes the Klezmer Ensemble and Japanese Taiko Ensemble. Thursday, December 3, 7:30 
pm, Walter Hall, 80 Queen’s Park, Free. 

Select Discography: 

2012 - Dream of Reasons (CD) 

Improvisations with Jozef Kaputska (piano) and Bashir Faramarzi (santur). Paris, France. 

2010 - Qowl-o-Qazal (DVD) 

Trio with S. Nayeb Mohammadi (‘oud) and H. Qanbari (tombak). Mahoor Institute of Culture and Arts. Tehran, Iran. 

2009- Yad Bad (CD-DyO) 

With Siamak Aghaei (santur) and Salar Aghili (vocals). Live concert recording at Vahdat Hall. Studio Goosheh. Tehran, Iran. 

2008 - Siwan (CD) 

Music by Jon Balke. With Amina Alaoui (vocals), Jon Hassell (trumpet), and Kheir Eddine M’Kachiche (violin). ECM. Oslo, 
Norway. 

2003 - Iris (CD) 

Music by Ross Daly. With Ross Daly (rabab, Cretan lyra, tarhu, tanpoura, laouto); Dhruba Ghosh (sarangi, vocals); Hamid 
Reza Khabazi (tar, vocals); Partha Sarathi Mukherjee (tabla); Vassilis Rakopoulos (guitar); Kelly Thoma (Cretan lyra); and 
Giorgos Xylouris (Cretan laouto, vocals). Protasis. Crete, Greece. 





